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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Gilmore Music Library
120 High Street
PO Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520
(203) 432-0497
musicspecialcollections@yale.edu
https://guides.library.yale.edu/MusicSpecialCollections

CALL NUMBER: MSS 132

CREATOR: Clark, Rocky, 1907-1990

TITLE: Rocky Clark Papers

DATES: 1949–1976

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 3.5 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Rocky Clark was a journalist who wrote about the jazz scene in Southern 
Connecticut. As the first president of the Dixieland Society of Southern 
Connecticut, his papers document the activities of this organization. Also 
represented in the collection is some coverage of the Intercollegiate Jazz 
Festival at Quinnipiac College. Clark collected a large number of jazz-related 
photographs for his features, which are also included in the collection.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/music.mss.0132

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/music.mss.0132.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
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Rocky Clark Papers
MSS 132

permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Biographical / Historical
Walter Rockwell "Rocky" Clark, Jr. (1907-1990), was a reporter and journalist in Southern Connecticut. He 
was born in Bridgeport, and attended Yale University (Class of 1930). Clark was a news editor at WNHG-
TV, and an editor for The Bridgeport Post and the New Haven Register, where he wrote a weekly column 
on jazz. Clark was also the first president of The Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut. Founded in 
1962, the Society was a non-profit organization dedicated to providing Dixieland jazz entertainment, and 
encouraged the playing of Dixieland jazz in Southern Connecticut. The Society published a newsletter 
called Jazz Echo, and sponsored many concerts in the area.

Scope and Contents
Rocky Clark was a journalist who wrote about the jazz scene in Southern Connecticut. As the first 
president of the Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut, his papers document the activities of this 
organization. Also represented in the collection is some coverage of the Intercollegiate Jazz Festival at 
Quinnipiac College. Clark collected a large number of jazz-related photographs for his features, which are 
also included in the collection.

Arrangement
The Rocky Clark Papers are made up of four series: I. Material related to the Dixieland Society of Southern 
Connecticut; II. Material related to the Intercollegiate Jazz Festival at Quinnipiac College; III. Scrapbooks 
and Clippings; and IV. Photographs.
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Material related to the Dixieland Society of 
Southern Connecticut

Rocky Clark Papers
MSS 132

Collection Contents
Material related to the Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut, 1949–1974

This series is divided into five subseries: Correspondence; Administrative files; Press releases and press 
packets; Flyers; and Jazz Band Echo.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Correspondence

Contains correspondence to and from Rocky Clark.

1943–1972

b. 1, f. 2 Administrative files

Contains by-laws, membership forms, meeting minutes, and other documents.

1962–1969

b. 1, f. 3 Press releases and press packets

Contains press releases for concerts sponsored by the Dixieland Jazz Society of 
Southern Connecticut, as well as press packets for performers.

1962–1971

b. 1 Flyers

Contains flyers for upcoming jazz concerts in various towns in southern 
Connecticut, sponsored by the Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut. Many 
of the concerts took place at Donat's Restaurant, in Milford, CT.

1962–1974

b. 1, f. 5 Jazz Band Echo

Contains nine issues of Jazz Band Echo, published by the Dixieland Society of 
Southern Connecticut.

1962–1964
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Material related to the Quinnipiac College 
Intercollegiate Jazz Festival

Rocky Clark Papers
MSS 132

Material related to the Quinnipiac College Intercollegiate Jazz Festival, 1960–1970

Contains flyers, clippings, correspondence and photos related to the Quinnipiac College Intercollegiate 
Jazz Festival. The Festival's advisory board included Dave Brubeck, Stanley Dance, John Hammond, and 
Stan Kenton, among others. The Festival was directed by brothers Dominick and Sam Constanzo.

b. 1, f. 6
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Scrapbooks and clippings

Scrapbooks are fragile. Please use microfilm copy.

 
Container Description Date

b. 2 Scrapbook 1

Contains an assortment of newspaper clippings about jazz. Includes both national 
and local publications, such as Variety, Melody Maker, The Bridgeport Post and 
New Haven Register. Also contains photos and press releases.

1958–1959

b. 2 Scrapbook 2

Contains clippings from Jazz Beat magazine.

1959

b. 2 Scrapbook 3

Contains jazz-related clippings from a variety of publications. Also contains 
programs and flyers.

1959–1961

b. 3 Scrapbook 4

Contains an assortment of local newspaper clippings related to the Dixieland 
Society of Connecticut from 1962-1966. Also contains a notice mailed with Jazz 
Band Echo from Bob Fargo's home, May 9th, 1964, in regards to the disbanding 
of the Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut, as well as a letter sent to the 
members of the Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut for membership in the 
Connecticut Traditional Jazz Club.

1962–1966

b. 3 Scrapbook 5

Contains local newspaper clippings related to the Dixieland Society of 
Connecticut from 1966-1971. Also contains multiple newsletters and a transcript 
of meeting notes.

1966–1971

b. 3 Scrapbook 6

Contains local newspaper clippings related to the Dixieland Society of 
Connecticut from 1972-1976. Also contains multiple newsletters and a transcript 
of meeting notes (loose).

1972–1976

b. 5, f. 1 Clippings

Jazz-related clippings from various newspapers and magazines.

1959–1974
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Photographs

 
Container Description Date

b. 5, f. 2 Photos related to jazz in Connecticut

This subseries also contains press releases and flyers from Connecticut-based jazz 
organizations.

1962–1975

b. 5, f. 3 Photos of Rocky Clark 1960

b. 4 Publicity photos of musicians, arranged alphabetically

b. 4, f. 1 Publicity Photos: A

b. 4, f. 2 Publicity Photos: B

b. 4, f. 3 Publicity Photos: C - E

b. 4, f. 4 Publicity Photos: F - G

b. 4, f. 5 Publicity Photos: H

b. 4, f. 6 Publicity Photos: J - L

b. 4, f. 7 Publicity Photos: M - N

b. 4, f. 8 Publicity Photos: P - R

b. 4, f. 9 Publicity Photos: S, T, V, W, Y

b. 4, f. 10 Publicity Photos, groups

b. 4, f. 11 Jazz Beat photos

b. 5, f. 4-6 Photos of jazz musicians

This subseries contains three folders of photographs, most of which are 
unidentified. Some are headshots of musicians that Clark may have gathered for 
his articles. Others are group photos of live performances, possibly in Connecticut.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Geographic Names
Connecticut -- History, Local

Subjects
Dixieland music -- History and criticism

Names
Clark, Rocky, 1907-1990

Corporate Body
Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut

Contributors
Clark, Rocky, 1907-1990
Dixieland Society of Southern Connecticut
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