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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 469

CREATOR: Davis, Walter Goodwin, 1885-1966

TITLE: Walter Goodwin Davis papers

DATES: 1918-1919

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.25 linear feet (1 box)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, notes, and other papers, including a diary, of Walter G. 
Davis, Assistant Military Attaché at Berne in 1918. After the November 
armistice he was attached to the American Commission to Negotiate Peace 
in Paris. He was also a member of the Coolidge Mission to Austria-Hungary 
until March, 1919.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0469

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0469.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Walter G. Davis in 1958.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Walter Goodwin Davis Papers (MS 469). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Walter Goodwin Davis was born in Portland, Maine, on May 24, 1885. He attended Exeter and received his 
B.A., Yale in 1908 (along with Charles Seymour and Gordon Auchincloss). After completing his law studies 
at Harvard (LL.B. '11) he joined the firm of Shearman and Sterling in New York. Subsequently he returned 
to Portland where he pursued a business and banking career. In the meantime, following the American 
declaration of war against German in April 1917, Davis attended OIcers Training Camp at Plattsburg and 
received a commission as Captain of Infantry in early 1918. He was assigned to the Military Intelligence 
Service, and served as Assistant Military Attache at Berne, with occasional duty at General Headquarters 
in Chaumont. After the November armistice he was attached to the American Commission to Negotiate 
Peace in Paris, subsequently being transferred to Vienna as a member of the Coolidge Mission, where he 
remained until March 1919.

Scope and Contents
The Davis Papers comprise 16 folders (contained in one box) that include (a) notes, memoranda and various 
other items connected with his stay in Berne; and (b) a limited amount of correspondence and a copy of the 
personal diary which Davis kept in the course of his fact-finding tour with the Coolidge Mission.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

General Correspondence (1919 Jan-Mar)

b. 1, f. 1 Dulles, Allen [and Charles Seymour] [7 items]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 2 Goodwin, Phillip [1 item]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 3 King, Frederic [1 item]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 4 Lubomirska, Princess [1 item]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 5 Nolan, General [1 item]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 6 Parker, Franklin E. [1 item]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

Memoranda and Notes (1918 Aug-Dec)

b. 1, f. 7 OIce of the Military Attache: organizational and routine matters

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 Aug, 
undated

b. 1, f. 8 Memoranda on coordination of counter-intelligence reports

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

undated

b. 1, f. 9 Memoranda to Lt. Col. Godson

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 September-
December
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 10 Miscellaneous memoranda on military intelligence

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

b. 1, f. 11 Memorandum on Propaganda

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

undated

b. 1, f. 12 Memoranda on repatriation of P.O.W.'s

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 Oct, 
undated

b. 1, f. 13 The "Von Rechtman" reports [Mme Styschinska]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1918 March-
November

Personal and Memorabilia

b. 1, f. 14 Newspaper clippings [Swiss and French]

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 November

b. 1, f. 15 Photos, and [printed] List of Berne Diplomatic Corps

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 March

b. 1, f. 16 Personal Diary, 116 pp.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1918 December 
20-1919 March 6
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Diplomats
World War, 1914-1918

Geographic Names
United States -- Foreign relations

Names
Davis, Walter Goodwin, 1885-1966
Dulles, Allen, 1893-1969
Parker, Franklin Ellsworth, 1861-

Corporate Body
Paris Peace Conference. United States 
Territorial Section (1919-1920. United States 
Territorial Section) -- 1919-1920
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