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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1558

CREATOR: Welensky, Roy, 1907-1991

TITLE: Roy Welensky papers

DATES: 1961-1972

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.5 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers are comprised of letters written by Roy Welensky to Flag Captain 
Gabriel Teixeira of Portugal, a former governor-general of Mozambique. The 
correspondence ranges from 1961 to 1972 and documents the condition and 
dissolution of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland as well as the state 
of a@airs in Southern Rhodesia after the dissolution. Welensky opposed 
the end of colonial rule in Africa and the letters reflect these opinions. They 
also include discussions of the health and well-being of Godfrey Martin 
Huggins Malvern, a mutual friend and colleague of Welensky and Teixeira. A 
photographic caricature of Welensky is included in the papers.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1558

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1558.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Transferred from the African Collection Curator, 1996 and 2004.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Roy Welensky Papers (MS 1558). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Associated Materials
Roy Welensky Papers, Bodleian Library, Oxford University.

Biographical / Historical
Roy Welensky was born on January 20, 1907, in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). He grew up in South 
Africa and began working for Rhodesia Railways in 1931 as a fireman. In 1934, Welensky moved to Northern 
Rhodesia (now Zambia), where he was elected to the legislative council in 1938. By the late 1940s, he had 
become a leading advocate for the amalgamation of Northern and Southern Rhodesia. Welensky become 
a powerful political figure in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland which was created in 1953 with the 
unification of the British colonies of Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland (now Malawi). 
From 1953 to 1956, he was Minister of Transport, Communications, and Posts, from 1955 to 1956 he was 
leader of the House and Deputy Prime Minister, and from 1956 to 1963 he was Prime Minister and Minster 
of External A@airs. With the dissolution of the federation on December 31, 1963, Welensky retired from 
politics. He died on December 5, 1991.

Scope and Contents
The papers are comprised of letters written by Roy Welensky to Flag Captain Gabriel Teixeira of Portugal, 
a former governor-general of Mozambique. The correspondence ranges from 1961 to 1972 and documents 
the condition and dissolution of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland as well as the state of a@airs 
in Southern Rhodesia after the dissolution. Welensky opposed the end of colonial rule in Africa and the 
letters reflect these opinions. They also include discussions of the health and well-being of Godfrey Martin 
Huggins Malvern, a mutual friend and colleague of Welensky and Teixeira. A photographic caricature of 
Welensky is included in the papers.
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Collection Contents
Inventory, 1961-1972

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1-4 Correspondence to Gabriel Teixeira 1961-1972
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Accession 2004-M-089: Additional Material Roy Welensky papers
MS 1558

Accession 2004-M-089: Additional Material

 
Container Description Date

b. 1 Photographic caricature of Roy Welensky [gift from Welensky to a member of his 
parliamentary oJce sta@ following his retirement as prime minister in 1963]

Circa 1963
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Prime ministers -- Rhodesia and Nyasaland

Geographic Names
Rhodesia and Nyasaland -- Politics and 
government

Names
Malvern, Godfrey Martin Huggins, Viscount, 
1883-1971
Teixeira, Gabriel
Welensky, Roy, 1907-1991
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