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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1349

CREATOR: Ehrich, Louis R., 1849-1911

TITLE: Louis Rinaldo Ehrich papers

DATES: 1862-1911

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.5 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers consist of diaries (two volumes) describing Louis Ehrich's junior 
and senior years at Yale College and his participation in the life of the Jewish 
communities of New Haven and New York. Also included in the papers is 
a scrapbook of memorabilia of his student years at New Haven Hopkins 
Grammar School and Yale College, 1865-1869.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1349

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1349.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Constance WyckoE, 1975.
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Conditions Governing Access
The entire collection is available on microfilm. Patrons must use HM 148 instead of the originals.

Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Louis Rinaldo Ehrich Papers (MS 1349). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Associated Materials
Diaries and scrapbook also available on microfilm (353 frames on 1 reel, 35mm.) from Manuscripts and 
Archives, Yale University Library, at cost. Order no. HM148.

Biographical / Historical
Louis Rinaldo Ehrich, son of Joseph and Rebecca (Sporborg) Ehrich, was born in Albany, N. Y., January 23, 
1849. He was fitted for college in the Hopkins Grammar School, New Haven.

After graduation he traveled in Europe and studied in the University of Berlin a year, and was then a 
member of the dry goods firm of Ehrich Brothers in New York City until 1886. In August, 1878, he suEered a 
slight hemorrhage of the lungs, in consequence of which he spent a year in southern Europe. In the spring 
of 1880 his lungs were considered entirely healed, but the next fall he had several hemorrhages. He visited 
Aiken, S. C., and Europe, and from September, 1881, remained abroad for four years, spending the first 
three winters in Mentone, France, and the last in Davos, Switzerland. Soon after returning to New York 
in November, 1885, he found a climate suited to his health in Colorado, and from 1889 to 1905 made his 
home in Colorado Springs, where he was a leading citizen. He was vice-president of the Colorado Springs & 
Manitou Street Railway Co., the Manitou Mineral Water Co., and the Colorado City Land and Improvement 
Co., a director of the First National Bank, president of the Falcon Town and Land Co. and the Board of 
Trade of Colorado Springs, also of the Mozart Choral Society and the University Club of that city. He was 
a delegate to the Gold Democratic Convention in 1896, and was a national committeeman of his party. He 
was a member of the executive committee of the Anti-Imperialist League, and temporary chairman of the 
Third Party Convention in Indianapolis in 1900.

He published in 1892 a volume on "The Question of Silver," and wrote for The Arena of March, 1893, "A 
Religion for all Time," for   The Forum of December, 1894, "Stock-Sharing as Preventive of Labor Troubles," 
besides other articles and addresses on economic and political questions. He was a delegate to the 
International Free Trade Congress in London in 1908, and in Antwerp in 1910, and was president of the 
American Free Trade League.

For many years he was a collector and dealer in old paintings, and in this capacity had earned a reputation 
for absolute honesty. As president of the Ehrich Galleries in New York City he made an annual tour to 
Europe in search of masterpieces of all schools. Many of those he gathered were of great value, and he had 
imported an especially large number of the works of the early Spanish masters. A collection of old Dutch 
paintings which he made was on exhibition in the galleries of the Yale School of the Fine Arts previous to 
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its sale in 1894. In memory of the reunion of his class on its fortieth anniversary, he gave to the Art School a 
painting of the school of Paul Veronese.

As he was about to return from his annual tour Mr. Ehrich died suddenly of heart disease following an 
attack of asthma in London, England, October 23, 1911. He was 62 years of age.

He married in New York City, January 14, 1874, Henrietta, daugter of David and Caroline (August) 
Minzesheimer, who, with two sons and daughters, survives him. One son and one daughter are deceased. 
One of the sons graduated from the SheLeld Scientific School in 1899.

(Taken from Yale Obituary Record, 1912, pp. 230-232.)

Scope and Contents
The papers consist of diaries (two volumes) describing Louis Ehrich's junior and senior years at Yale College 
and his participation in the life of the Jewish communities of New Haven and New York. Also included in 
the papers is a scrapbook of memorabilia of his student years at New Haven Hopkins Grammar School and 
Yale College, 1865-1869.

Arrangement
Arranged by record type.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1reel 1U Daily journal 1868

b. 1, f. 2reel 1U Daily journal 1869

b. 1, f. 3reel 1U Scrapbook and loose memorabilia [ca. 1862-1869], 
1901, 1911
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Jews -- Connecticut -- New Haven
Jews -- New York (State) -- New York

Genres / Formats
Diaries

Names
Ehrich, Louis R., 1849-1911

Corporate Bodies
Yale College (1718-1887). Class of 1869
Yale University -- Students
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