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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1343

CREATOR: Dodd, Albert, 1818-1844

TITLE: Albert Dodd papers

DATES: 1836-1844

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.25 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Diary kept by Albert Dodd while at Yale College (1836-1837) describing his 
relations with men and women, a manuscript of his poetry (with printed 
engravings of Hoboken and Manhattanville), and three letters to his family 
from Bloomington, Illinois (1841-1844) where he had gone to practice law. The 
letters describe modes of travel, hunting, the habits of wolves, and conditions 
of health and hygiene in the area. Included also is Dodd's obituary from the 
Hartford Daily Times, June 1844.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1343

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1343.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Marion Belden Cook, 1981.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Albert Dodd Papers. Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Born about 1818; entered college from Hartford, Conn.; joined the class at the beginning of Senior year, 
or perhaps a little earlier, from Washington (now Trinity) College. After graduation, he studied law 
and opened an oGce for its practice at St. Louis, Mo. He subsequently removed to Bloomington, Ill.; 
contemplated marriage; took an active part in politics; and had promising prospects before him. Returning 
from attendance on a political meeting, he attempted to cross the Mackinaw River, about twenty miles 
from his home, while the stream was swollen by a freshet. His horse lost his footing, and Mr. Dodd was 
drowned, June, 1844, being about 26 years of age.

Scope and Contents
This collection consists of six items relating to Albert Dodd. The first is a diary kept by Dodd while at Yale 
College (1836-1837) describing his love for both men and women; the second an album of his poetry, with 
printed engravings of Hoboken and Manhattanville. There are three letters to his family from Bloomington, 
Illinois (1841-1844), whither he had gone to practice law. The letters describe modes of travel, hunting, the 
habits of wolves, and conditions of health and hygiene in the area. The final item is Dodd's obituary from 
the Hartford Daily Times, June 1844.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Diary
[CONTENTdm] ms_1343_s01_b001_f0001

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives 
and online.

1836 July 
29-1837 October 
14

b. 1, f. 2 Album of poetry 1836-1839

b. 1, f. 3 Letters 1841 April 12, 
1843 November 
30, 1844 March 
13

b. 1, f. 3 Obituary 1844 June
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Bisexuality
Frontier and pioneer life
Wolves

Geographic Names
Hoboken (N.J.)
Illinois -- Social conditions
Manhattanville (New York, N.Y.)
West (U.S.)

Genres / Formats
Albums (Books)
Diaries

Names
Dodd, Albert, 1818-1844

Corporate Bodies
Yale College (1718-1887). Class of 1838
Yale University -- Students
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