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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1199

CREATOR: Ruggles family

TITLE: Ruggles family papers

DATES: 1789-1887

BULK DATES: 1832–1867

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.25 linear feet (3 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, household accounts and receipts, leases and other 
personal and financial papers of Herman, Ellen McCoy, Thomas Colden, Julia 
Flewwelling, and Ellen Rosalie Ruggles. Particularly well documented are 
business transactions involving land holdings near Cleveland, Ohio and the 
Union Square area of New York City prior to and during the Civil War. Also 
included are papers relating to Thomas Colden Ruggles' career as an engineer 
to domestic management of a new house in Jersey City, New Jersey, and to 
the family's political views during the Civil War.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1199

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1199.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
The provenance of these papers is unclear. There is some indication that some papers were received 
with the Baldwin Company Family Papers, MS 56. Additional papers were removed from the Baldwin 
Family Papers, MS 55.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Ruggles Family Papers. Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Herman Ruggles, son of Lazarus and Hannah Bostwick Ruggles of New Milford, Connecticut, was bon on 
March 20, 1778, the thirteenth of fourteen children. Among his siblings was Philo Ruggles, father of Samuel 
Bulkley Ruggles (Yale, 1814), developer of the Gramercy Park and Union Square of New York City.

Herman Ruggles married Ellen McCoy (d.1865) in 1813. They had three children: Thomas Colden (b.1814), 
Julia Flewwelling (b.1816), and Ellen Rosalie (b.1828). Thomas Colden Ruggles was an engineer and worked 
in Virginia and upstate New York. During the Civil War he was stationed in Cincinnatti, Ohio. The family 
home was in New York City, near Union Square, and after 1855 in Jersey City, New Jersey. Both daughters 
remained at home with their parents. Herman Ruggles died in September, 1857, but Julia and Thomas 
Colden continued to manage the family land holdings in New York City and near Cleveland, Ohio.

Scope and Contents
The Ruggles Family Papers consist of correspondence, household accounts and receipts, leases and other 
personal and financial papers of Herman, Ellen McCoy, Thomas Colden, Julie Flewwelling, and Ellen Rosalie 
Ruggles. Since both daughters remained with their parents and since Thomas Colden Ruggles also returned 
home periodically, the papers form a nearly continuous record of the family's social and economic life over 
a period of nearly twenty five years, ca.1845-1867. Particularly well documented are the household accounts 
and business transactions involving land holdings in the Union Square area of New York City and around 
Cleveland, Ohio, and the purchase, refurbishing, and upkeep of a new family home in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, ca.1855.

Papers of a specific family member, including letters addressed to them by immediate family members, 
correspondence with others, and financial records kept by them, are arranged by family member at the 

Page 4 of 7



Ruggles family papers
MS 1199

beginning of the collection. Other more general types of papers, such as household bills and receipts, 
inventories, calling cards, and clippings, are arranged by record type.

The papers of Julia Ruggles are the most extensive. Her correspondents include her brother, writing 
concerning his engineering work on the railroads of Virginia in the 1850's and of his Civil War assignments 
around Cincinnati. He also writes of his political leanings and his opinions of Lincoln. Sister Rosalie, in 1853, 
visited her brother in Virginia and took "the cure" at Hot Springs and White Sulphur Springs. Her letters to 
Julia describe the area and the social life.

Another of Julia Ruggles major correspondents is John Sweet, her agent in Rockport, Ohio. Following the 
death of her father in 1857 Julia assumed many financial responsibilities for the family's land holdings. 
Sweet's letters discuss tenants and rents, taxes, prospects for land sales, and oil rights. In 1864 the family 
decided to sell the Ohio property, and Julia traveled alone to Ohio to negotiate the sale. Her papers contain 
her notes made at the time as well as frequent letters from Rosalie describing conditions at home and 
giving advice.

The provenance of the Ruggles Family Papers is unclear. There is some indication that a portion of these 
papers was received with the Baldwin Company Papers, Ms.No.56. Similar papers were found in the Baldwin 
Family Papers, Ms.No.55 and were removed from them when the Ruggles Family Papers were processed in 
1984.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Papers of

b. 1, f. 1 - 5 Ruggles, Herman and Ellen 1813-65, undated

b. 1, f. 6 - 10 Ruggles, Julia 1846-63

b. 2, f. 11 - 14 Ruggles, Julia 1864-87, 
undated

b. 2, f. 15 Ruggles, Rosalie 1852-65, 
undated

b. 2, f. 16 - 21 Ruggles, Thomas Colden 1832-66, 
undated

b. 2, f. 22 Others, unidentified, fragments 1842-65, 
undated

b. 2, f. 23 - 25 Household accounts and receipts 1848-56

b. 3, f. 26 - 30 Household accounts and receipts 1857-67, 1877-87, 
undated

b. 3, f. 31 Inventories and lists undated

b. 3, f. 32 Maps undated

b. 3, f. 33 Recipes undated

b. 3, f. 34 Business and calling cards undated

b. 3, f. 35 Printed material and blank forms 1832-67, undated

b. 3, f. 36 Newspaper clippings [ca. 1789]-1863

b. 3, f. 37 Photographs undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Business
Engineering
Families
Landlord and tenant -- New York (State) -- New 
York
Real estate investment -- New York (State) -- 
New York
Real estate investment -- Ohio
Women

Geographic Names
Cleveland (Ohio) -- Economic conditions
Jersey City (N.J.)
Middle Atlantic States
Middle West
New York (N.Y.)
New York (State)
Rockport (Ohio : Township)
United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 
-- Public opinion
Virginia -- Description and travel

Genres / Formats
Bills (financial)
Receipts (financial records)

Occupations
Engineers

Names
Ruggles, Ellen McCoy, d. 1865
Ruggles, Ellen Rosalie, b. 1828
Ruggles, Herman, 1778-1857
Ruggles, Julia Flewwelling, b. 1816
Ruggles, Thomas Colden, b. 1814
Sweet, John

Families
Ruggles family
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