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4 linear feet (10 boxes)

English

The papers of Ray Palmer (1808-1887) and his son Charles Ray Palmer
(1834-1914), both clergymen. The Ray Palmer papers consist of
correspondence, two letterbooks, sermons, hymns and poems, diaries, a
memoir, and other materials. The letterbooks contain correspondence from
ministers and a few public officials. In the Charles Ray Palmer papers are
essays, poems, notes on lectures given at Andover Theological Seminary by
Edwards A. Park, sermons, writings and miscellaneous papers.

To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://

hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0383

Requesting Instructions

To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/

mssa.ms.0383.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number,

collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Gift of Arthur E. Foote.
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Conditions Governing Access

The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.)
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners.
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Palmer Family Papers (MS 383). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
RAY PALMER, 1808-1887

RAY PALMER was the fourth child and third son of the Hon. Thomas and Susanna (Palmer) Palmer, of Little
Compton, R. I, where he was born November 12,1808. It was intended that he should pursue a commercial
career, and therefore he was sent at the age of 13 to Boston to begin a clerkship in a large business house,
while at the same time completing his education. By the age of 15, he had decided that he wished to prepare
for college, and he was then sent, accordingly, to Phillips Academy, Andover.

On leaving college he taught for a year in a private school for young ladies in New York City, and then
returned to New Haven, where --at first in connection with Dr. E. A. Andrews (Yale, 1810), and later as sole
proprietor--he conducted the Young Ladies’ Institute, in Wooster Place. In the meantime he was married,
October 3,1832, to Ann Maria, daughter of the late Marmaduke Waud, a merchant of Albany, of English
birth. He also prosecuted theological studies while in New Haven, and on disposing of his school, in the
fall of 1834, removed to Boston, and began to preach. In 1835 he accepted a call to a new church (now
called the Central Church), in Bath, Maine, over which he was ordained on the 22d of July. Fifteen years of
earnest, practical labor followed, after which rest and change of scene were needed, and on December
10,1850, he was installed as the first pastor of the newly-formed First Congregational Church in Albany,
N.Y. Here he continued for fifteen most fruitful years of labor, until April 18,1866, when he was dismissed
to accept the secretaryship of the American Congregational Union, in New York City. Here he served the
churches for twelve years, or until May 1, 1878, during which time more than 600 churches were erected
by the aid of this society. As the salary was insufficient, he was stimulated to a good deal of literary labor
during this period. In May, 1870, he removed his residence to Newark, N. J., where he spent the rest of his
life. On retiring from the service of the Congregational Union, he devoted himself to literary work almost
exclusively. In November 1881, he became acting pastor (Dr. Hopworth having the care of the pulpit) of the
Belleville Avenue Congregational Church in Newark, and this arrangement continued for three years.

On February 12,1883, he had an attack of apoplexy, and was partially paralyzed. He rallied, however, and
showed afterwards considerable vigor of mind and body. His infirmities increased with years, and on
February 6,1886, he suffered from a second attack, from which he rallied surprisingly; but on February 20,
1887, a third attack came, and on March 22 a rapid degeneration of the brain began. He died March 29,1887,
in his 79th year.

His wife died March 8, 1886; of their ten children, one son (Yale, 1855) and two daughters are still living.

He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Union College in 1852. From 1865 to 1878 he was a
member of the Board of Visitors of Andover Seminary. He wrote extensively for the quarterlies, and for
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the literary and religious press generally. He published six or seven volumes in prose, besides numerous
discourses, and three or four volumes of hymns and other poems; a complete edition of his poetical works
is soon to be issued. He is known the world over as the author of the hymn, My faith looks up to Thee.

Through his life Dr. Palmer used the fine powers with which he was endowed with untiring industry; his
buoyant and cheerful temperament and growing faith sustained him to the end under the pressure of
sorrow and infirmity.

Yale Obituary Record, 1887. pp. 361-362.
CHARLES RAY PALMER, 1834-1914

CHARLES RAY PALMER, son of Rev. Ray Palmer, D.D. (B.A. Yale 1830), author of "My Faith looks up to Thee,”
was born May 2,1834, in New Haven, Conn., where his father was teaching in, and was later principal of the
Young Ladies’ Institute of Professor Ethan A. Andrews (B.A. Yale 1810) on Wooster Place. His mother was
Ann Maria, daughter of Marmaduke Waud, a merchant of Albany, N. Y., of English birth. During his boyhood
his father was pastor in Bath, Me., and he was prepared for college at Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass. He
entered college from Albany, N.Y,, where in 1850 his father had become pastor of the First Congregational
Church.

After graduation he was tutor in a private family at Rodney, Miss., a year, and then took the course in
Andover Theological Seminary, graduating there in 1859. From October of that year until the following
March he was a resident licentiate at Andover. After a few months at Albany he was ordained August 29,
1860, pastor of the Tabernacle Congregational Church in Salem, Mass. He continued at Salem until 1872,
when he resigned to accept a call to the First Congregational Church in Bridgeport, Conn. After a pastorate
of twenty-three years there, and at the close of the Bicentennial Anniversary of the church, he resigned and
since then had been pastor emeritus of the church. For some months in 1897 he supplied the Kensington
Congregational Church in London, England.

From 1880 until his resignation in 1910, he was a Fellow of the Corporation of Yale University, and from 1885
of its Prudential Committee.

He was for many years chairman of the prudential committee of the General Hospital Society of
Connecticut in New Haven. From 1864 to 1881 he was a director and for some years secretary of the Society
for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education, and from 1871 to 1901 was a corporate member
of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. In December, 1882, he was elected an
associate member of the Victoria Institute of Christian Philosophy, London. Previous to 1872 he was a
trustee of Dummer Academy at Byfield, Mass, and from 1879 to 1882 of Talladega (Ala.) College. He was
deeply interested in the Burroughs Home for Women in Bridgeport and was for a time its secretary.

He served as a delegate of Yale University and the National Council of Congregational Churches of the
United States at the formal opening of Mansfield College, the Congregational College of Oxford, England,
in October, 1889, and also preached at the College, his sermon on “"Preaching Christ to Men” being printed.
During his absence abroad the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Yale University.
Under the auspices of the National Congregational Council he delivered an oration at the unveiling of

the memorial tablet in Leyden, Holland, to John Robinson, July 24,1891. A paper of his entitled, "The
Pilgrim Fathers and What They Wrought,” was published by the Fairfield County Historical Society. "The
Pilgrim Fathers” was published by the Congregational Union of England and Wales, London, 1893. At the
Bicentennial Celebration of the First Congregational Church and Society of Bridgeport, Conn., in June, 1895,
he gave the Historical Discourse, afterwards published. He was president of the Connecticut Branch of
the Egyptian Exploration Fund, and a director of the New Haven Colony Historical Society, to which he
contributed a number of papers

Dr. Palmer died of cerebral hemorrhage at his home in New Haven, April 22,1914, in the 80th year of his age.
He was buried in the Albany (N.Y.) Rural Cemetery.

He married, in Brooklyn, N. Y., February 10,1869, Mary Chapin Barnes, eldest daughter and second of the ten
children of Alfred Smith Barnes, the publisher, and Harriet (Burr) Barnes, and sister of Henry Burr Barnes
(B.A.Yale 1866) and William DelLuce Barnes (B.A. Yale 1880). Mrs. Palmer died April 24,1888, but a daughter,
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who is the wife of Arthur Ellsworth Foote (B.A. Yale 1896), survives him. Him only son died in his Senior year
in college, but was enrolled with his Class of 1892. In his memory Dr. Palmer established the Alfred Barnes
Palmer Scholarship. A sister, with whom Dr. Palmer made his home, is the last survivor of their father’s ten
children.

Yale Obituary Record, 1910-1915. pp. 550-552.

Scope and Contents

The Palmer Family Papers consist mainly of correspondence and writings of Ray Palmer and writings of his
son, Charles Ray Palmer. The correspondence of Ray Palmer, spanning from 1825 to 1886, has three major
components: letters exchanged with his brother, Julius A. Palmer; letters sent to Mark Hopkins, president
of Williams College; and letters received from ministers, theologians, and hymnwriters. The writings of Ray
Palmer are sermons, hymns and poems, diaries, a memoir, and a few miscellaneous items. The writings of
Charles Ray Palmer are sermons, student essays and lecture notes, poems, and essays on church history.

The Palmer Family Papers include material donated by Mrs. Arthur E. Foote that was transferred to this
department from the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library in November 1979. These items, all of
which are related to Ray Palmer’s hymn, "My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” are in Box 7.
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Collection Contents
Inventory, 1825-1914

b.1

b.2

b.2

b.3

b. 4

b.4

b. 4

b.4

b.4

b.4

b. 4

b.4

b.4

Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Correspondence

Ray Palmer to Julius A. Palmer

Julius A. Palmer to Ray Palmer

Ray Palmer to Julius A. Palmer

Ray Palmer to Mark Hopkins

Copybooks
Ray Palmer to "Martha”
Ray Palmer to "Dear Brother”
Nathaniel W. Taylor to John O. Fiske
Ray Palmer to William L. Learned

Effie Elliot of the Church of St. Mary’s Brighton, England, to Ray
Palmer

Ray Palmer to Effie Elliot
Ray Palmer to Charles Cramer
John J. Kennedy to Ray Palmer
Ray Palmer to Mr. Carroll

Incoming letters

An alphabetical listing by correspondent of incoming letters (see
boxes 4 and 5): Adams, George Eliashib (vol.2 p.16),1801-1875 Alden,
Edmund (vol.2 p.98) American Tract Society (vol.1 p.168) Anderson,
Rufus (vol.1 p.148),1796-1880 Archer, James (vol.2 p.93) Atherton,
George Washington (vol.1 p.154), 1837-1906 Backus, Mary B. (vol.2
p.97) Baird, Robert (vol.1 p.192, 232, 246),1798-1863 Barnard, Henry
(vol.2 p.94),1811-1900 Barnes, Alfred Smith (vol.2 p.61,92),1817-1888

Barnes, Harriet E. (vol.2 p.36) Beard, [A?] (vol.2 p.56) Bell, Charles Dent

(vol.2 p.55), 1818-1898 Bird, Frederic Mayer (vol.2 p.60), 1838-1908
Blanchard, Amos (vol.1 p.158, 212),1804-1870 Bouton, Nathaniel (vol.1
p.222),1799-1878 Boynton, George Mills (vol.2 p.43, 45),1837-1908

Bradley, John Edwin (vol.2 p.98), 1839-1912 Bremner, David (vol.1 p.182)
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4
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December 2
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23
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Brinckerhoff, Emily A. (vol.1 p.100) Bruen, E. B. (vol.1 p.202) C., George H.
(vol1 pa72) C, J. W. (vol.1-2 p.186, 94) Calkins, J. T. (vol.1 p.166) Carter,
Peter (vol.2 p.61),1825-1900 Church of Scotland, Hymnal Committee
(vol.2 p.47) Clapp, Alexander Huntington (vol.2 p.58, 63, 80, 81, 86),
1818-1899 Cleaveland, John Payne (vol.1 p.146),1799-1873 [Comings?],
J. L. (vol1 p.264) Cone, William Russell (vol.2 p.54,77),1810-1890 Cox,
Samuel Hanson (vol.1 p.182,186) Cutter, Julia R. (vol.1 p.164,190) Cuyler,
Theodore Ledyard (vol.2 p.101), 1822-1909 Dale, Robert William (vol.2
p.56,102),1829-1895 Danforth, James Romeyn (vol.2 p.60), 1839-1905
Dexter, Henry Martyn (vol.1-2 p.154, 37,53), 1821-1890 Dodge, William
Earl (vol1 p.218),1805-1883 Edwards, Jonathan (vol.1 p.188), 1820-1894
Everett, Edward (vol.1 p.156, 216, 236),1794-1865 Field, B. F. (vol.1 p.188)
Fisher, George Park (vol.2 p.41),1827-1909 Fisk, Franklin Woodbury
(vol.2 p.38),1820-1901 Fiske, Daniel Taggart (vol.2 p.98), 1819-1903
Fiske, John Orr (vol1-2 p.9-14, 26, 42, 49-50, 64, 71),1819-1893 Fowler,
Henry (vol.1 p.154),1824-1872 Gale, Gabriel N. P. (vol.1 p.260) Gates,
George T. (vol1 p.178) Gladstone, William Ewart (vol.2 p.102), 1809-1898
Goldsmith, A. (vol1 p.167) Goodell, Constans Liberty (vol.2 p.17, 36),
1830-1886 Goodenow, Smith Bartlett (vol.1 p.198), 1817-1887 Hall,

John (vol.2 p.37),1829-1898 Hamlin, Cyrus (vol.1 p.160), 1811-1900
Higgins, Almira S. (vol.1 p.152) Hill, Henry (vol.2 p.65),1795-1892 Hill,
Thomas (vol.2 p.87),1818-1891 Holden, [M. C.?] (vol.1 p.194) Holmes,
Oliver Wendell (vol.2 p.32-35), 1809-1894 Hopkins, Mark (vol.2 p.i-

ii, 1-8,17-23, 28-31, 39, 85), 1802-1887 Hubbard, Faith Wadsworth
(Silliman) (vol1 p.166), 1812-1887 Hubbard, Oliver Payson (vol.1 p.218),
1809-1900 Hubbell, H. L. (vol.1 p.152) Hubbert, James Monroe (vol.2
p.96) Huntington, Asahel (vol.1 p.184, 234),1798-1870 Huntington,
Frederic Dan (vol.1 p.146),1819-1904 James, William (vol.1 p.188, 210),
1797-1868 Johnson, Oliver (vol.2 p.65),1809-1889 Landis, Robert
Wharton (vol1 p.220), 1809-1883 Langworthy, Isaac Pendleton (vol.1
p.204),1806-1888 Lanphier, Jeremiah C. (vol.2 p.43) Lawton, George W.
(vol.1 p.68) Learned, William Lay (vol.1-2 p.230, 38), 1821-1904 Leavitt,
John McDowell (vol.2 p.39, 44),1824-1888 Ludlow, Henry Gilbert
(vol1p.220),1797-1867 Magoun, George Frederic (vol.1 p.206, 210),
1821-1896. Martin, Benjamin Nicholas (vol.2 p.56), 1816-1883 Mather,
William L. (vol.1 p.176,186, 208, 232) Mead, Charles Marsh (vol.2 p.60,
67),1836-1911 Mead, Hiram (vol.2 p.41, 45),1827-1881 Merrill, Horatio
(vol1p.192) Miles, M. N. (vol.1 p.162,168) Morris, Henry (vol.1 p.220),
1814-1888 Murray, John A. (vol.1 p.214) Packard, Alpheus Spring (vol.2
p.58, 59),1798-1884 Palmer, Asher C. (vol.1 p.161,180, 182, 250) Palmer
family (vol1-2 p.158, 38, 82, 89, 90, 94) Park, Edwards Amasa (vol.2
p.66),1808-1900 Parker, Henry W. (vol.1 p.196) Patten, E. M. (vol.2

p.78) Peabody, Andrew Preston (vol.1-2 p.208, 232, 246, 48), 1811-1893
Peet, [J. W.?] (vol.1 p.178) Phelps, Austin (vol.1-2 p.188,198, 202, 24-25,
40, 51-52,73-76,101),1820-1890 Phelps, Mary A. (Johnson) (vol.1

p.188) Philadelphian Society (vol.1 p.168) Phillips Academy (vol.2 p.91,
97) Pierson, Arthur L. (vol.1 p.238) Pond, Charles Hobby (vol.1 p.166),
1781-1861 Potter, [underline] [in New London, Conn.] (vol.2 p.96) Porter,
Mary (Taylor) (vol.2 p.101), 1813-1888 Prentiss, George Lewis (vol.2
p.99),1816-1903 Prime, Samuel Irenaeus (vol1-2 p.146, 228, 47, 61, 65),
1812-1885 Pruyn, John Van Schaick Lansing (vol.1 p.148), 1811-1877
Rankin, Jeremiah Eames (vol.2 p.36), 1828-1904 Redfield, Charles

(vol1 p.262) Reid, Witelaw (vol.2 p.47),1837-1912 Richardson, Charles
Francis (vol.2 p.98), 1851-1913 Ring, Charles P. (vol.2 p.79) Robinson,
Albert G. (vol.1 p.158,178) Robinson, Charles Seymour (vol.1 p.184,194),
1829-1899 Shedd, William Greenough Thayer (vol.1 p.28, 98),1820-1894
Shepard, Charles Upham (vol.1p.3,9,11,15,17),1804-1886 Shepard,
George (vol1 p.13,19, 23,162),1801-1868 Smart, William Stevenson
(vol.2 p.65),1833-1912 Smith, Asa Dodge (vol.1 p.31, 35,178), 1864-1877
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Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 > Correspondence > Incoming letters (continued)

Smith, Samuel Francis (vol.2 p.68), 1808-1895 Smith, William Henry
(vol.2 p.56),1833-1896 Smyth, William (vol.1 p.27, 29), 1797-1868 Society
for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education at the West
(vol.1p.182,248) Sprague, William Buell (vol.1 p.39-48),1795-1876 Storrs,
Richard Salter (vol.1-2 p.50-56, 27, 66, 80,100), 1787-1873 Sunday School
Times, The (vol.2 p.46) Sweetser, Seth (vol.1-2 p.58-70, 164, 166, 170,
171,174,188,192,194, 230, 15), 1807-1878 Tappan, B. [in Norridgewock,
Me.] (vol.2 p.62) Tarbox, Increase Niles (vol.2 p.97),1815-1888 Taylor,
Samuel Harvey (vol1 p.162),1807-1871 Taylor, William Mackergo (vol.2
p.37, 60, 70),1829-1895 Thayer, Joseph Henry (vol.2 p.57, 67),1828-1901
Thompson, Augustus Charles (vol.2 p.45),1812-1890 Thompson,
Joseph Parrish (vol.1 p.80-124),1819-1879 Thompson, Lucy B. (vol.1
p.204) Thompson, Mary O. (vol.1 p.204) Thurston, Eli (vol.1 p.126, 174,
192) Tibbits, Minnie (vol.1 p180) Todd, John (vol.1 p.228),1800-1873
Tomlinson, Henry Abraham (vol.1 p.78),1806-1840 Towne, Thomas
Martin (vol.1 p.150), 1835-1911 or 1912 Twombly, Alexander Stevenson
(vol1pa50),1832-1907 Tyler, [E. A.?] (vol1 p.194) Tyler, George Palmer
(vol1p.206),1809-1896 Tyler, Moses (vol.1 p.172) Wainwright, Lorin R.
(vol1 pa52) Ward, Netta L. H. (vol.2 p.100) Ward, William Hayes (vol.2
p.96),1835-1916 Watkins, Walter C. (vol.2 p.87) Wayland, Francis (vol.1
p.136),1826-1904 Webb, Edwin Bonaparte (vol.2 p.78), 1820-1901 Wells,
Newell Woolsey (vol.2 p.88) [Wheeler, A. F.?] (vol.1 p.168, 180, 200,

214, 264) Whittier, John Greenleaf (vol.2 p.72),1807-1892 Whittlesey,
Eliphalet (vol1 p.128-134,167) Williams, Edwin E. (vol.1 p.146) Wilmot,

S. M. (vol.2 p.69) Winslow, Hubbard (vol1 p.142,144,172),1799-1864
Wood, Bradford Ripley (vol.2 p.97),1800-1889 Wood, Oliver Ellsworth
(vol.1p138,140) Woodbridge, William Reed (vol1 p.154), 1834-1911
Worcester, Samuel Melancthon (vol.1 p.138), 1801-1866 [underline],
Flora (vol1p.192,202) Unidentified (vol.1-2 p.2, 146,150, 164,190, 206,
212,230, 242, 41,42,55,100)

b.4 Volume |
INDEX TO INCOMING LETTERS/TO RAY PALMER.

b.5 Volume Il

b.5 Diaries 1836-1869
Writings

b.6 Memoir Undated

b.6 Sermons Undated

b.7 Scrapbooks of clippings 1880-1885

b.7 Poems and hymns 1874-1886,
undated

b.7 "Character of J.J. Rosseau [sic]” (annotated, "My junior exhibition 1829
piece, Y.C.1829")
English

b.7 Miscellaneous Undated

Miscellany

b.7 Letters and resolutions re: Ray Palmer’s departure from Albany 1866
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Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 > Miscellany (continued)
b.7 S.E. Herrick and E.N. Kirk: commemorative and funeral sermons for 1872
Julius A. Palmer
b.7 Austin Phelps: "Reminiscences of Rev. Ray Palmer, D.D.,” The 1887
Congregationalist
b.7 Biographical data Undated
b.7 Collection of autograph letters, translations, and memoranda in Ray Undated
Palmer’s and others’” handwritings, relating to his hymn, "My Faith
Looks Up to Thee,” and several printed translations
b.7 Manuscript book of hymns by Ray Palmer and others, including the 1830, 1883,
original version of "My Faith Looks Up to Thee” undated
Charles Ray Palmer, 1834-1914
b.8 Essays 1849-1855
b.8 Poems 1855
b.8 Notes on lectures at Andover Theological Seminary by Edwards A. Park 1857-1858
b.8 Sermons 1874-1894,
undated
b.9 Sermons 1874-1894,
undated
b.10 Sermons 1874-1894,
undated
b.10 Other writings Undated
b.10 Miscellaneous papers 1887-1900,
1908-1914,
undated
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Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library’s online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects

Clergy

Clergy

Clergy -- Biography
Families

Music

Genres / Formats

Autographs
Diaries
Hymns
Poems
Sermons

Names

Clapp, A. Huntington (Alexander Huntington),
1818-1899

Everett, Edward, 1794-1865

Fiske, John O. (John Orr), 1819-1893

Hopkins, Mark, 1802-1887

Palmer, Charles Ray, 1834-1914

Palmer, Julius A. (Julius Auboineau), 1840-1899
Palmer, Ray, 1808-1887

Park, Edwards A. (Edwards Albert), 1877-1969
Phelps, Austin, 1820-1890

Prime, Samuel Irenzeus, 1812-1885

Shepard, George Upham, 1804-1886

Storrs, Richard S. (Richard Salter), 1787-1873
Sweetser, Seth, 1807-1878

Whittelsey, Eliphalet
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