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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 289

CREATOR: Hooker family

TITLE: Hooker family papers

DATES: 1623-1929

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 7.5 linear feet (17 boxes, 1 folio)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers contain correspondence, financial and legal records, genealogical 
material, account books, maps, autograph albums, scrapbooks, ships' 
logs, and memorabilia from several generations of the Hooker family of 
Farmington, Connecticut. Early family records contain correspondence 
and documents relating to the American Revolution. Eighteenth-century 
legal and financial records in the papers include deeds and leases on land in 
Farmington, Connecticut; indentures (1760-1763); wills; and inventories of 
estates. One of the major figures in the papers is Edward Hooker (1822-1903), 
commander in the United States Navy. Two volumes document his command 
of the Potomac Flotilla (1863) and of the U.S.S. Commodore (1864-1865), both 
during the Civil War. Maps and charts collected by Edward Hooker relate to 
the Civil War and eight are connected with his command of the U.S.S. Idaho 
during its voyage around the world (1867-1868).

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0289

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0289.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Various gifts to Yale University Library, 1946-1972.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Hooker Family Papers (MS 289). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
EDWARD HOOKER (1822-1903)

Edward Hooker was born on December 25, 1822, in Farmington, Connecticut. He served in the merchant 
marine (1837-1861) and entered the United States Navy as acting master on the gunboat Louisiana. Several 
promotions during the Civil War placed him in command of boats on the Rappahannock River. Hooker 
served as naval storekeeper in the Brooklyn navy-yard (1865-1867) and commanded the store-ship   Idaho
(1867-1869). He then served as inspector of yards and docks at the New York navy-yards (1820) and retired 
in 1884 with the rank of commander. Hooker died in Brooklyn, New York, in 1903.

* * * * *

EDWARD HOOKER (1785-1846)

Edward Hooker, the youngest of eleven children of Colonel Noadiah Hooker of Farmington, Connecticut, 
and a brother of John Hooker (Yale 1796), was born in Farmington on April 27, 1785. His scholarship in 
college was high, and he delivered at commencement an oration on the influence of foreign manners and 
opinions.

Immediately on graduation he joined his brother John in Columbia, South Carolina, for the study of law, 
intending to practice in the South. Later, he taught a school in what is now Cambridge, nearly sixty miles 
west of Columbia, from February 1806 until March 1807, and served as tutor in South Carolina College, 
in Columbia, from March 1807 to November 1808. He then, just as he was ready for admission to the bar, 
returned to Connecticut, to accept a tutorship at Yale, where he remained for three years.

While in this position he became engaged to Elisabeth, second daughter of Captain Henry Daggett (Yale 
1771), of New Haven, and in preparation for his marriage he resigned his oIce in the College, returned to 
Farmington, assumed the charge of his aged father's farm and other business aJairs, and built a home for 
himself.
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He was married on May 24, 1812.

His mother died in November 1816, and he then took his father to his own house and fitted up the old home 
as a school for the preparation of boys, especially from the South, for college.

The school became quite noted, but after a few years a movement was undertaken for the establishment of 
an academy in Farmington, and Mr. Hooker closed his own school to further this plan.

He then settled down to literary work, active participation in the public aJairs of the town, and scientific 
farming. He filled the oIces of Town Clerk (1828-1833), Justice of the Peace, and Judge of Probate 
(1834-1836). He represented Farmington in the General Assembly in 1835, 1837, and 1838. From 1822 to 1834 
he served as Deacon in the Congregational Church.

He died in Farmington, after four days illness, from exhaustion and disease contracted by attendance on a 
dying brother, on May 5, 1846, at the age of 61.

His widow died in Hartford on August 2, 1869, at the age of 83.

Their children were two daughters and three sons. One daughter and one son died in infancy. The elder 
daughter married the Hon. Francis Gillette (Yale 1829). The elder son was graduated here in 1837, and the 
youngest became a Commander in the Navy.

Portions of Mr. Hooker's very interesting manuscript diary, from September 1805 to December 1808, were 
printed in the Annual Report for 1896 of the American Historical Association, volume I, pp. 842-929.

(Taken from Yale Biographies and Annals by F.B. Dexter)

* * * * *

HENRY DAGGETT HOOKER (1892-1929)

Henry Daggett Hooker, B.A. 1912. Born January 25, 1892, in Brooklyn, N.Y. Died October 26, 1929, in Columbia, 
Mo.

Father, Henry Daggett Hooker, a non-graduate member of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Class of 1884; an architect; son of Commander Edward Hooker, U. S. N., and Esther Ann (Battey) Hooker, 
of Brooklyn. Mother, Mary Theodora (Davenport) Hooker; daughter of Julius and Mary Ann (Bates) 
Davenport, of Brooklyn. Yale relatives include: John Davenport, a member of Yale Corporation 1714-1731 
(great-great-great-great-great-grandfather); Henry Daggett (B.A. 1771) (great-great-grandfather); Edward 
Hooker (B.A. 1805) (great-grandfather); John Hooker (B.A. 1796) (great-great-uncle); John Hooker (B.A. 
1837) (great uncle); William B. Davenport, '67 (uncle); and Thomas Hooker, '08, and Joseph K. Hooker, '09 
(cousins).

Polytechnic Preparatory School, Brooklyn, and Hotchkiss School. Second Barge Prize in mathematics 
Freshman year; honors and oration appointment Junior year; honors in natural sciences and philosophical 
oration appointment Senior year; vice-president of University Chess Club Senior year (won Dimock Chess 
Cup) and on Intercollegiate Chess Team; member Sigma Xi and Phi Beta Kappa (awarded Borden Fellowship 
Senior year).

Studied at University of Strassburg -1913; continued graduate work at Yale 1913-1915 (M.A. 1913, Ph.D. 1915); 
during that period acted as an assistant in plant physiology for a year (1914-1915); instructor in botany at 
Yale 1915-1918. Worked under Gas Defense Service, U. S. Bureau of Mines, in New Haven September 1917 - 
September 1918, when commissioned as a First Lieutenant in the Chemical Warfare Service; served at the 
laboratory at Puteaux sur Seine September 30 - December 3, 1918, and given his discharge December 27. 
Subsequently entered the Reserve as First Lieutenant, Chemical Warfare Service, and was promoted to 
Captain on November 19, 1923, and to Major on February 15, 1929. Since January 1, 1919, had been connected 
with the University of Missouri as assistant professor of horticulture to August 31, 1920, and since then as 
associate professor of horticulture. Served on the Division of Biology and Agriculture of National Research 
Councils 1922, 1923, and 1924. Served as secretary 1920-1921, councilor 1923, and chairman 1924-1925 of 
University of Missouri section of American Chemical Society. Served as secretary 1925-1927, vice-president 
1927-1928, and president 1928-1930 of University of Missouri Chapter of Sigma Xi, editing its lectures on

Page 5 of 16



Hooker family papers
MS 289

Growth (published by Yale University Press in December 1928); co-author of   The Fundamentals of Fruit 
Production (1922); and   Orcbarding (1927). At time of death was completing the manuscript of a book on 
plant chemistry.

Contributor to Science,   Plant World,   Torrey Bulletin,   Annals of Botany,   Entomological News,   American 
Naturalist,   Journal of Experimental Zoology,   American Journal of Physiology,   Journal of Industrial and 
Engineering Chemistry,   Journal of Pomological and Horticultural Science,   Proceedings of American Society 
for Horticultural Science; and   Proceedings of National Academy of Science. Fellow American Association 
for the Advancement of Science; member American Botanical Society, American Society for Horticultural 
Science, Missouri State Horticultural Society, Alpha Chi Sigma (honorary chemical society), Gamma Alpha 
(graduate fraternity, University of Missouri chapter), Gamma Sigma Delta (honorary agricultural society), 
and Clinton Avenue Congregational Church, Brooklyn.

Married December 16, 1919, at Grosse Ile, Mich., Mary Douglas, daughter of Frederick Pope Anderson (B.A. 
Harvard 1864; M.D. Miami Medical College 1871) and Mary Campbell (Douglas) Anderson, who attended 
University of Michigan two years (1874-1876). No children.

Death due to an accidental electric shock. Cremation took place in St. Louis. Survived by wife, mother, 
and a brother, Davenport Hooker, '08. In his memory the Henry Daggett Hooker Fellowship Fund in Plant 
Physiology has been established at Yale by his mother.

(Taken from the Yale University Obituary Record)

Scope and Contents
The papers consist of correspondence, notebooks, scrapbooks, albums, genealogical material, and 
miscellanea relating to the personal lives and professional careers of several members of the Hooker family, 
including Edward Hooker (1822-1903), a naval commander for the Union forces during the Civil War.

The papers are organized in six series.

SERIES I, CORRESPONDENCE, 1623-1900, contains the letters of several family members. The earliest 
items are attributed to Thomas Hooker (1586/1587-1647). Letters of Edward Hooker (1785-1846) include 
references to life among the Moravians of North Carolina during the early 1800s. Correspondence 
and papers relating to Noadiah Hooker includes material documenting his service as a colonel in the 
Connecticut militia during the Revolutionary War. Much of the correspondence contains genealogical data 
used in the compilation ofDescendantsof the Reverent Thomas Hooker. Many deeds, leases, indentures, 
and wills of family members are also arranged in this series.

SERIES II, EDWARD HOOKER, 1805-1902, consists of the personal papers of a United States naval oIcer 
who was a leading figure in several Civil War battles. Two logbooks (1850, 1863) detail two of Hooker's 
naval exploits. The 1850 logbook charts the journey of the brigMarcelluswhich, with Hooker as master, 
sailed from New York to Puerto Rico, the Turkish Islands, and back to New York. The 1863 logbook records 
the activities of Hooker as commander of the second division, Potomac Flotilla, on board the U.S.S.
 Currituckand his log as acting commander aboard the U.S.S.  Commodore Reed, which patrolled the 
Rappahannock River during the Civil War.

An account book (1847-1855) includes personal finances in addition to records for a variety of ships and 
voyages.

SERIES III, GENEALOGICAL FILES, 1823-1902, consists of several scrapbooks, notebooks, printed 
material, charts, and other items delineating the history of the Hooker family. Information on the earliest 
descendants of the family, on Massachusetts branches of the family, and biographical data on many 
individuals is contained in this series.

SERIES IV, FAMILY PAPERS, 1728-1845, consists of volumes, account books, deeds, and other material 
of Hooker family members including Mary Ann Bates Davenport, John Hooker, Julia Ann Hooker, and 
Nathaniel Hooker.
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SERIES V, ALBUMS, consists of several volumes of family photographs, many of which are unidentified. The 
portraits include children and adults, men and women, and various scenes.

SERIES VI, PRINTED MATERIAL, 1914-1929, consists of scholarly articles written by Henry D. Hooker, Jr., 
relating to his work as a horticulturalist.

FOLIO consists of deeds, indentures, and documents relating to members of the Hooker family.

The Hooker Family Papers are a compilation of several donations to Yale University from 1946-1972. The 
papers of one family member; Charles Hooker, are arranged in a separate manuscript collection. For details 
on that collection consult the finding aid.

Arrangement
Arranged in six series: I. Correspondence, 1623-1900. II. Edward Hooker, 1805-1902. III. Genealogical Files, 
1823-1902. IV. Family Papers, 1728-1845. V. Albums. VI. Printed Material.

Page 7 of 16



Series I: Correspondence Hooker family papers
MS 289

Collection Contents
Series I: Correspondence, 1623-1900
1 linear foot  (2 boxes)

This series is arranged in two sections: Chronological and   Select.   Chronological files are arranged by date. 
 Select files are arranged alphabetically by the name of the correspondent.

 
Container Description Date

Chronological

b. 1, f. 1 [ca. 1623]
English

[ca. 1623]

b. 1, f. 2 1718-1732 1718-1732

b. 1, f. 3 1734-1736 1734-1736

b. 1, f. 4 1738-1763 1738-1763

b. 1, f. 5 1776 October 20 1776 October 20

b. 1, f. 6 1776 December 31 1776 December 
31

b. 1, f. 7 1777
English

1777

b. 1, f. 8-9 1779 June - September 1779 June - 
September

b. 1, f. 10-12 1780-1789 1780-1789

b. 1, f. 13 1794, 1796 1794, 1796

b. 1, f. 14 1803-1809 1803-1809

b. 1, f. 15 1811-1816 1811-1816

b. 1, f. 16 1818-1832 1818-1832

b. 1, f. 17 1869
English

1869

b. 1, f. 18 undated undated

Select

b. 1, f. 19 Andrew, Mary (Daggett) 1817-1821

b. 1, f. 20 Bishop, Julia Amanda (Root) 1839-1843, 
1893-1894

b. 1, f. 21 Bishop, Justin Lent 1863, 1875

b. 1, f. 22 Chapman, Frederick William 1874-1875

b. 1, f. 23 Cook, Sally (Hooker) [ca. 1807] - 1815
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 24 Davenport, Charlotte Cordelia (Shepherd) 1929

b. 1, f. 25 Davenport, William Bates 1863-1929

b. 1, f. 26 Edwards, Tryon 1846-1848, 
undated

b. 1, f. 27 Glen, Mary Ann (Chapman) Hooker 1814-1872

b. 1, f. 28 Hart, Nancy Champion (Hooker) 1867-1875

b. 1, f. 29-30 Hooker, Edward (1785-1846) 1806-1842, 1894, 
1896

b. 2, f. 31 Hooker, Edward (1794-1875) 1845-1850, 
1870-1873

b. 2, f. 32 Hooker, Edward (1822-1903) 1876-1878, 
1885-1900

b. 2, f. 33 Hooker, Henry Daggett 1917-1918

b. 2, f. 34 Hooker, James Clinton 1849-1865, 
1874-1875

b. 2, f. 35 Hooker, John (1774-1815) 1797, 1802-1815

b. 2, f. 36 Hooker, John (1816-1901) 1838, 1865

b. 2, f. 37 Hooker, John Willis (b. 1847) 1875

b. 2, f. 38 Hooker, Joseph 1875

b. 2, f. 39 Hooker, Josiah (1796-1870) 1846

b. 2, f. 40 Hooker, Martha Ann (1826-1898) 1849

b. 2, f. 41 Hooker, Noadiah (1737-1823) 1791, 1798, [ca. 
1812]

b. 2, f. 42 Hooker, Sally (Pixley) [ca. 1790], 1800 - 
[ca. 1812]

b. 2, f. 43 Hooker, Samuel (1817-1852) 1849

b. 2, f. 44 Hooker, Sarah Huntington 1899

b. 2, f. 45 Hooker, Truman 1817

Hooker, William Griswold (1782-1850)

b. 2, f. 46 1801-1817 1801-1817

b. 2, f. 47 to Edward Hooker (brother) 1804-1820

b. 2, f. 48 Leavitt, Joshua 1849

b. 2, f. 49 Leavitt, Roger Hooker 1848

Select (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 50 Porter, William Smith 1845-1879

b. 2, f. 51 Root, James (1795-1845) 1818, 1826, 
1835-1844

b. 2, f. 52 Sanders, Daniel C. 1849

b. 2, f. 53 Talcott, Mary 1879

b. 2, f. 54 Sperry, Fanny (Pixley) 1810, undated

b. 2, f. 55 Sperry, James (1787-1867) 1813

b. 2, f. 56 Sperry, James Henry (b. 1845) 1888

b. 2, f. 57 Miscellaneous 1849, 1865, 1868, 
1874-1875, 1890

Select (continued)  
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Series II: Edward Hooker, 1805-1902
1.25 linear feet  (3 boxes)

This series contains material arranged alphabetically by record type.

 
Container Description Date

b. 3, f. 58 Account book 1847-1855

b. 3, f. 59 Correspondence 1809-1902

b. 3, f. 60 Letterbook 1805-1810, 
1832-1846

b. 3, f. 61 Notebook

b. 3, f. 62 Printed books

b. 3, f. 63 Scrapbook

b. 4, f. 64-65 Scrapbook

b. 5, f. 66 Logbook

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1863

b. 5, f. 67 Logbook 1850

b. 5, f. 68-69 Miscellanea
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Series III: Genealogical Files, 1823-1902
3 linear feet  (7 boxes)

This series contains material arranged alphabetically by record type.

 
Container Description Date

b. 6, f. 70 Address book 1895

b. 6, f. 71-72 Charts undated

b. 6, f. 73-78 Essays undated

Notebooks

b. 6, f. 79-80 Massachusetts family members undated

b. 6, f. 81 Porter, William S. undated

b. 7, f. 82-83 Miscellanea undated

b. 7, f. 84-98 Notes undated

b. 7, f. 99 Printed material undated

Scrapbooks

General

b. 8, f. 100 Vol. 1 1887-1893

b. 8, f. 101 Vol. 2 1893-1899

b. 8, f. 102 Vol. 3 1899-1900

b. 9, f. 103-104 Vol. 4 1900-1902

b. 9, f. 105-106 Vol. 1-2 1849-1888

b. 10, f. 107-109 Vol. 3-5

Hooker, Edward

b. 11, f. 110-114 Vol. 1-5 undated

b. 12, f. 115-116 Vol. 6-7 undated
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Series IV: Family Papers, 1728-1845
0.5 linear feet  (1 box)

This series contains files arranged alphabetically by the name of the family member. Unidentified material 
is arranged alphabetically by record type at the end of the series.

 
Container Description Date

b. 13, f. 117 Cornelius, Mary Ann (Hooker) 1813

b. 13, f. 118 Davenport, Mary Ann (Bates) 1837-1845

b. 13, f. 119 Hooker, Charles 1862

b. 13, f. 120 Hooker, John (1774-1815) 1796-1797

b. 13, f. 121 Hooker, Julia Ann (1804-1807) undated

b. 13, f. 122 Hooker, Nathaniel

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and Archives. 
Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to request access 
to the digital copy.

1767

b. 13, f. 123 Account book [ca. 1779-1812]

b. 13, f. 124 Deeds 1728-1761, 1839

b. 13, f. 125 Genealogical Material undated

b. 13, f. 126-127 Photographs undated

b. 13, f. 128 Miscellanea undated
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Series V: Albums, undated
1.25 linear feet  (3 boxes)

This series contains photograph albums.

 
Container Description Date

b. 14, f. 129 Album undated

b. 15, f. 130 Album undated

b. 16, f. 131 Album undated
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Series VI: Printed Material, 1914-1929
0.5 linear feet  (1 box)

This series contains material relating to Henry D. Hooker, arranged alphabetically by record type.

 
Container Description Date

Hooker, Henry D., Jr.

Folio

b. 17, f. 132-134 Articles 1914-1929

b. 17, f. 135 Books 1922

b. 18 Deeds, indentures, documents
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Families
Indentured servants
Moravians -- North Carolina
Oyster fisheries -- Virginia
Shipping
Voyages around the world
World War, 1914-1918

Geographic Names
Asia
Connecticut
Farmington (Conn.)
Japan -- Description and travel
United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 
-- Naval operations
United States -- History -- Colonial period, ca. 
1600-1775
United States -- History -- Revolution, 
1775-1783

Genres / Formats
Account books
Autographs
Deeds
Logbooks
Maps
Scrapbooks
Ships' papers
Wills

Occupations
Shipmasters

Names
Baldwin, Isaac, 1715 or 1716-1805
Bull, Martin, -1825
Burnham, William, 1705-1749
Cook, Sally Hooker, 1767-1823
Cornelius, Mary Hooker, 1796-1880
Daggett, Henry, 1741-1830
Davenport, Mary Ann Bates

Durand, A. B. (Asher Brown), 1796-1886
Hart, Thomas, 1680-1773
Hooker, Asahel, 1762-1813
Hooker, Charles, 1799-1863
Hooker, Edward, 1822-1903
Hooker, Elizabeth Daggett
Hooker, Henry Daggett, 1892-1929
Hooker, Noadiah, 1737-1823
Hooker, William G. (William Griswold), 
1782-1850
Leavenworth, Mark, 1752-1812
Moseley, Increase, 1740-1811
Newell, Simeon, 1748-1813
Pixley, Isaac, 1751-1790
Root, James, 1795-1845
Silliman, Gold Selleck, 1777-1868
Tallmadge, Benjamin, 1754-1835
Tennent, Wiiliam Mackay, -1810
Wadsworth, Fenn
Wolcott, Erastus, 1722-1793
Wolcott, Oliver, 1726-1797
WoodruJ, Judah

Families
Hook family
Wardell family

Corporate Bodies
Benjamin Rush (Ship)
Fashion (Steamer)
Lafayette (Barque)
Marcellus (Brig)
Triton (Ship)
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