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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 427

CREATOR: St. John, Isaac Munroe, 1827-1880

TITLE: Isaac Munroe St. John papers

DATES: 1850-1879

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.25 linear feet (1 box)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, diplomas, commissions, and other papers of Gen. Isaac M. 
St. John, civil engineer and Confederate o<cer during the Civil War.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0427

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0427.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Mrs. W.W. Starke, 1950.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use
Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the 
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is 
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not 
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners. 
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Isaac Munroe St. John Papers (MS 427). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
Civil engineer with the Baltimore & Ohio, the Blue Ridge, the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington, and 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroads; chief engineer of the Army of the Peninsula during the Civil War, and 
Commissary General of the Confederate States.

Scope and Contents
A collection of letters and papers by, to, or relating to Isaac Monroe St. John, 1827-1880 (Yale 1845). St. John 
was a civil engineer connected with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the Blue Ridge (in Georgia and South 
Carolina), the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington, and the Chesapeake and Ohio. During the War between 
the States, he was the chief engineer of the Army of the Peninsula, Major and Chief Engineer of the mining 
and nitre bureau, and finally Commissary General of the Confederate States of America. These letters 
and papers deal mainly with these activities, with notable figures in engineering and the Confederacy 
represented.

The papers include General St. John's Yale diplomas (B.A. 1845, M.A. 1848), five commissions in the 
Confederacy, 1862-1865, membership certificate in the Association of the Army of Northern Virginia, 
1875, appointment as marshal for the unveiling of the Stonewall Jackson statue in Richmond in 1815, 
membership certificate in the American Society of CiviI Engineers, 1811, and a few minor items such as 
copies of special orders, etc. The bulk of the collection consists of correspondence. The collection is 
arranged chronologically.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 1850-1859 1850-1859

b. 1, f. 2 1862-1869 1862-1869

b. 1, f. 3 1870-1874 1870-1874

b. 1, f. 4 1875-1879 1875-1879

Oversize

b. 2, f. 42 American Society of Civil Engineers membership certificate 1871

b. 2, f. 42 Association of the Army of Northern Virginia membership certificate 1875

b. 2, f. 42 Latrobe, Benjamin Henry (1806-1878) ALS 1859 June 22
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Appendix: List of Correspondents

Alexander, Edward Porter (1835-1910) 1868 May 23

Allen, Col. William (1837-1889) 1867 Feb 16; Oct 29

Barney, Charles R. 1865 Oct 31

Breckenridge, John Cabell (1821-1875) 1870 Aug 30; 1871 May 16; Dec 15 [to Gen. W. R. Bate, introducing St. 
John]; 1873 Jan 24

Bright, Jesse David (1812-1875) 1874 Sep 23; Nov 1; Dec 20

Bullitt, Thomas W. 1876 Oct 30; Nov 13; Dec 11

Carrington, Charles S. 1875 Aug 16

Christensen, C. T. 1865 Jun 7

Claiborne, Maj. John H. 1871 Jul 3

Claxton, G. S. 185- Feb 20

Conway, Martin Franklin (1827-1882) 1865 Jun 26

Davis, JeNerson, Pres. C.S.A. (1808-l889) 1873 Nov 1

Dudley, Thomas Underwood, Jr. (1837-1904) 1873 Jul 7

Fink, Albert (1827-1897) 1876 Dec 18

Fisk, Charles B. 1856 Feb 13

Frost, Edward 1857 Nov 30

Garnett, Charles Fenton Mercer (1810-1866) 1856 Feb 20

Gates, I. E. [for Elizabeth, Lexington and Big Sandy RR] 1872 Sep 6, 14; Oct 5, 24 [2]; Nov 8; Dec 9

Gordon, John Brown (1832-1904) 1871 Jul 14

Gorgas, Josiah (1818-1883) 1862 Mar 19; Jul 22

Gorsuch, Maj. Robert B. 1866 Dec 31 [incomplete]

Green, Norvin (1818-1893) 1872 Jan 5; Mar 22 [also one same date to C. P. Huntington]

Guyot, Arnold Henry (1807-1884) 1876 Sep 29; Nov 18

Gwynn, Walter (1802-1882) 1850? Dec 27, 1859 Jul 5

Harvie, Lewis E. (1809-1887) 1876 Jan 1

Hatch, A. S. 1875 May 6

Huntington, Collis Potter (1821-1900) 1871 Nov 4; 1872 Apr 23, Sep 6, Nov 7; 1873 Jan 6

Hyde, Alvan Pinney (1825-1894 [Yale, 1845]) 1875 May 13

Kilgour, C. H. 1868 May 13 [for the Consolidated Bridge Board of Cincinnati]

Knight, J. D. 1874 Nov 1, Dec 20

Kuper, W. A. 1871 Dec 11

Johnston, William Preston (1831-1899) 1871 Feb 7, May 28; 1876 Dec 10; 1878 Jul 9
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Latrobe, Benjamin 1851 Jan 2; 1852 Jan 23; 1855 Jul 3; 1856 Feb 8; May 3; 1859 Jun 22 [CF42]; 1870 Jan 6; 1876 
Sep 23

LeConte, John (1818-1891) 1868 May 10

Lee, George Washington Custis (1832-1913) 1874 Dec 11

Lee, Robert Edward (1807-1870) 1853 Dec 31; 1865 Feb 21; Jul 22

Louisville, Ky., Mayor 1866 Oct 2 [J.S. Lithgow]; 1870 Feb 14 [James H. Bruce]

McCulloch, R. S. 1878 May

McLaws, Lafayette (1821-1897) 1869 Sep 25

Magruder, John Blankhead (1810-1871) 1868 Sep 16

Mahone, William (1826-1895) 1854 Jun 19; 1865 Dec 28

Mallet, John William (1832-1912) 1875 Sep 2

Mallory, Francis, Sr. 1854 Jun 19

Marshall, Charles (1830-1902) 1876 Aug 28

Mitchell, A. S. 1866 Nov 13

Mordecai, Alfred (1804-1887) 1867 May 15

Myers, Edmund T. D. 1856 Feb 19

Newcomb, H[oratio?] Victor no date

Noland, Burr P. 1814 Apr 16

Pendleton, William Nelson (1809-1883) 1872 Dec 30

Peronneau, William H. 1865 Dec 19

Pontzen, Ernest (1838-1913) 1876 Jul 29; Aug 20

Randolph, George Wythe (1818-1867) 1862 Feb 18

Ray, Mrs. E. W. 1862 Mar 8

Rives, Alfred Landon (1830-1903) 1862 Mar 15

Rives, Judith Page (Walker) (1802-1882) 1863 Dec 7; 1864 Jul 6

Rives, Sarah C. (McMurdo) 1864 Aug 22

Rives, William Cabell (1825-1889) 1878 Jul 1

St. John, Isaac Munroe (1827-1880) 1860 Aug 11 [to Maj. J.S. Lithgow] 1865 Feb 10 [to John C. Breckenridge]; 
Jul 19 [to Pres. Andrew Johnson for pardon]; Sep 12, 20 [both to J.H. Carrington]; Oct 5 [to J.H. Claiborn]

Scott, Henry B. 1865 Oct 24

Smith, Francis Henry (1829-1928) 1878 Jun 20

Stephens, Alexander Hamilton (1812-1883) 1863 Jun 12

Taylor, Richard, 1826-1879 (Yale 1845) 1865 Jul 1, 6; 1877 Mar 27

Thompson, John Reuben (1823-1873) 1868 Jun 15

Tracy, James J. 1872 Mar 4; May 8; Jul 5; Aug 7; Sep 14; Oct 4; Nov 8; Dec 6, 11
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Venable, Charles Scott (1827-1900) 1864 Jan 16

Weitzel, Godfrey (1835-1884) 1871 Jul 10

Whitcomb, H. D. 1871 Jan 19, 21; Mar 27; Nov 6; 1872 Mar 30 [to Mrs. I.M. St. John]; 1816 May 22

Wickham, William Carter (1820-1888) 1878 Aug 26 [3 letters to diNerent persons, introducing Arthur 
Snyder and brother]

Wilder, J. B. 1874 May 19

Williams, Thomas G. (1828-1885) 1865 Sep 8

Wilson, James Harrison (1837-1925) 1870? Apr 7

Young Men's Christian Association, Louisville, KY 1871 Jan 9
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Civil engineering
Engineering
Railroads

Geographic Names
Confederate States of America
United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865

Occupations
Engineers

Names
Breckinridge, John C. (John Cabell), 1821-1875
Davis, JeNerson, 1808-1889
Guyot, A. (Arnold), 1807-1884
Huntington, Collis Potter, 1821-1900
Johnson, Andrew, 1808-1875
Johnson, William Preston, 1831-1899
Latrobe, Benj. H. (Benjamin Henry), 1807-1878
Lee, Robert E. (Robert Edward), 1807-1870
Rives, Judith Page Walker, 1802-1882
St. John, Isaac Munroe, 1827-1880
Tracy, James J.
Whitcomb, H. D. (Henry Donald)
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