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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: RU 416

CREATOR: Yale University. Department of Astronomy

TITLE: Astronomical Observatory, Yale University, records

DATES: 1874-1890

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.25 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The records consist of correspondence, letter books, financial papers, 
reports, and recommendations documenting the period of planning and 
construction of the Astronomical Observatory, also known as the Yale 
University Observatory. Notable contributors to the records include Leonard 
Waldo, astronomer in charge of the Horological Bureau of the Observatory; 
Robert Brown, secretary of the Board of Managers; and Hubert A. Newton, 
director of the observatory.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ru.0416

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ru.0416.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder
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RU 416

Administrative Information

Preferred Citation
Astronomical Observatory, Yale University, Records (RU 416). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University 
Library.

Scope and Contents
The records consist of correspondence, letter books, financial papers, reports, and recommendations 
documenting the period of planning and construction of the Astronomical Observatory, also known as the 
Yale University Observatory. Notable contributors to the records include Leonard Waldo, astronomer in 
charge of the Horological Bureau of the Observatory; Robert Brown, secretary of the Board of Managers; 
and Hubert A. Newton, director of the observatory.

General note
Forms part of Yale Record Group 14-B (YRG 14-B), Records of academic departments and programs of the 
Yale Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

Arrangement
The records are arranged by record type.
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Collection Contents
Accession 1932-A-001: Records, 1874-1890

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 - 3 Letterbook 1879-1890

Correspondence

b. 2, f. 4 A 1880-1883

b. 2, f. 5 B 1879-1884

b. 2, f. 6 Brown, R. 1882-1890

b. 2, f. 7 C 1874-1887

b. 2, f. 8 D 1882-1890

b. 2, f. 9 E 1881-1883

b. 2, f. 10 F 1881

b. 2, f. 11 H 1881-1890

b. 2, f. 12 I-K 1883-1887

b. 2, f. 13 L 1884-1887

b. 2, f. 14 M-N 1880-1884

b. 2, f. 15 Newton, H. A. 1875-1887

b. 2, f. 16 O-P-Q 1884-1891

b. 2, f. 17 R 1879-1888

b. 2, f. 18 S 1883-1886

b. 2, f. 19 T 1881

b. 2, f. 20 W 1881-1890

b. 2, f. 21 Waldo, L.

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1879-1884

b. 2, f. 22 X-Y-Z 1884

b. 3, f. 23 Special documents 1871-1884

b. 3, f. 24 - 25 Financial papers 1881-1887

b. 3, f. 26 Observatory records 1872-1889

b. 3, f. 27 - 28 Astronomical work & instruments 1880-1892

b. 3, f. 29 Board of Managers: Recommendations, records of the Observatory 1880s
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Astronomical observatories
College buildings
Observatories
Universities and colleges -- Administration
Universities and colleges -- Departments

Names
Brown, Robert, 1836-1911
Newton, H. A. (Hubert Anson), 1830-1896
Waldo, Leonard, 1853-

Corporate Bodies
Yale University. Department of Astronomy
Yale University. Observatory
Yale University -- Administration
Yale University -- Buildings
Yale University -- Finance
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