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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Medical Historical Library, Cushing/Whitney Medical Library
Yale University
333 Cedar St.
New Haven, CT 06520-8014
203-737-1192
203-785-5636
historical.library@yale.edu
http://historical.medicine.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: Pam Coll 19

CREATOR: American Dental Association

TITLE: Publications on fluoridation

DATES: 1947-1962, undated

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: .5 linear feet (1 box)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Fluoridation of public water supplies to promote dental health in the 
United States began in 1945 and was endorsed by the American Dental 
Association in 1950. The collection includes pamphlets, reprints, reports, 
and correspondence evaluating and promoting fluoridation of water created 
from 1947-1962. Many of the materials in the collection were produced by the 
ADA.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/med.pam.0019

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/med.pam.0019.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Collection was created by Medical Historical Library sta?. Provenance of items in the collection is 
unknown.
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Conditions Governing Access
The collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Publications on fluoridation. Historical Library, Harvey Cushing / John Hay Whitney Medical Library, Yale 
University.

Biographical / Historical
The American Dental Association (ADA) was formed in 1859 in Niagara Falls, New York to promote good 
dental health. The headquarters of the organization are located in Chicago, Illinois. The ADA lobbies for 
policies related to dental care, provides accreditation for dental care professionals, and tests and endorses 
dental products.

Fluoridation of public water supplies to promote dental health in the United States began in 1945. The ADA 
endorsed the fluoridation of water in 1950, after which they began producing printed materials supporting 
the practice.

Scope and Contents
Fluoridation of public water supplies to promote dental health in the United States began in 1945 and was 
endorsed by the American Dental Association in 1950. The collection includes pamphlets, reprints, reports, 
and correspondence evaluating and promoting fluoridation of water created from 1947-1962.

Series I. includes materials produced by the ADA and other organizations between 1951-1953. Materials in 
this series were organized by library sta? at an unknown time.

Series II. includes materials produced by the ADA in 1953 or later and materials produced by other 
organizations between 1947-1962. Materials in this series include items organized by the library in 1953 and 
additional items removed from undescribed public health collections in 2024.
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Collection Contents
Series I: American Dental Association 1953 information packet, 1951–1953

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 American Dental Association, Why your dentist recommends fluoridation. 
Chicago, Illinois, 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 2 American Dental Association, "Excerpts of letters from authorities in areas where 
fluorides occur naturally or are being added to the public water supply". 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 3 American Dental Association, Fluoridation facts: answers to criticism of 
fluoridation. Chicago, Illinois, 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 4 American Dental Association, Fluoridation in the prevention of dental caries, 
second edition. Chicago, Illinois, 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 5 American Dental Association, "Resolution regarding fluoridation of community 
water supplies adopted by the House of Delegates of the American Dental 
Association". 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 6 American Dental Association, "Resources for information and visual materials on 
fluoridation". 1953.

circa 1953

b. 1, f. 7 American Dental Association, Council on Dental Health, "Status of fluoridation in 
the United States, its territories and possessions". 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 8 American Medical Association, Fluoridation of drinking water harmless: statement 
by the American Medical Association, reprinted fromThe Journal of the American 
Dental Association, vol. 43. 1951.

1951

b. 1, f. 9 American Medical Association, "Position of the American Medical Association on 
the fluoridation of public water supplies". 1953.

Attached to letter from Dr. George F. Lull to Dr. Harold Hillenbrand.

1953

b. 1, f. 10 American Water Works Association, British fluoridation mission report, Willing 
Water, no. 23, August 1953. New York City, New York, 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 11 Arnold, Francis A., H. Trendley Dean, John W. Knutson, E$ect of fluoridated 
public water supplies on water supplies on dental caries prevalence, Public Health 
Reports, reprint no. 3219, vol. 68, no. 2. U.S. Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 12 Ast, David B., Helen C. Chase, The Newburgh-Kingston caries fluorine study iv. 
dental findings after six years of water fluoridation, reprinted from Oral Surgery, 
Oral Medicine, and Oral Pathology, vol. 6, no. 1. 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 13 Cox, Gerald J., Harold C. Hodge, The toxicity of fluorides in relation to their use in 
dentistry, reprinted from The Journal of the American Dental Association, vol. 40. 
American Dental Association, 1950.

1950

b. 1, f. 14 Doty, J. Roy, W. Philip Phair, An analysis of the Delaney Committee report on the 
fluoridation of drinking water, reprinted from The Journal of the American Dental 
Association, vol. 45. 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 15 Doty, J. Roy, The irresponsible opposition to fluoridation, The Journal of the 
American Dental Association, reprinted from vol. 47. 1953.

1953
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 16 Furnas, J.C., The magic of fluorine: the new way to reduce tooth decay. New York 
City, New York: American Dental Association, circa 1953.

circa 1953

b. 1, f. 17 Heyroth, Francis F., Toxicological evidence for the safety of the fluoridation of 
public water supplies, reprinted from American Journal of Public Health, vol. 42, no. 
12. New York City, New York: American Public Health Association, Inc., 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 18 Inter-Association Committee on Health. Inter-Association Committee on Health 
statement on fluoridation, reprinted from The Journal of the American Dental 
Association, vol. 44. 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 19 Johnson, Dorothy M., Can we give our children better teeth?. American Dental 
Association, 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 20 Lee, Henry, A sure way to reduce tooth decay, Pageant, May 1953. Hillman 
Periodicals, Inc., 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 21 National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Division of Medical 
Sciences, Report of the ad hoc committee on fluoridation of water supplies. 
Washington, D.C., 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 22 Phair, W. Philip, Marian F. Driscoll, The status of fluoridation programs in the 
United States, its territories and possessions, reprinted from The Journal of the 
American Dental Association, vol. 45. 1952.

1952
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Series II: Other materials, 1947-1962, undated

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 23 American Dental Association, Bureau of Public Information, "Comments on the 
opponents of fluoridation". Chicago, Illinois, 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 24 Commission on Chronic Illness, Fluoridation of water supplies endorsed by 
commission at annual meeting, Chronic Illness News Letter, vol. 5, no. 4. Baltimore, 
Maryland, 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 25 Connecticut State Department of Health, Fluorine and its relationship to dental 
health (abstracts). Hartford, Connecticut, 1947.

Includes insert about fluorine mouth wash.

1947

b. 1, f. 26 Connecticut State Department of Health, Drink away tomorrow's tooth decay. 
Connecticut, n.d.

undated

b. 1, f. 27 Cox, Gerald J., Harold C. Hodge, The toxicity of fluorides in relation to their use 
in dentistry, reprinted from the Journal of the American Dental Association, vol. 
40. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public 
Health Service, 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 28 Federal Security Agency, Public Health Service, New discovery curbs tooth decay. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing OHce, n.d.

undated

b. 1, f. 29 Galagan, Donald J., Climate and controlled fluoridation, reprinted from the Journal 
of the American Dental Association, vol. 47, August 1953. 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 30 "Fluoridation..........the oHcial position of national organizations." 1956. 1956

b. 1, f. 31 Hagan, Thomas L., Morton Pasternack, Grace C. Scholz, Waterbourne fluorides 
and mortality, Public Health Reports, reprint no. 3232, vol. 69, no. 5, May 1954. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public 
Health Service, 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 32 Hilleboe, Herman E., Edward R. Schlesinger, Helen C. Chase, Katherine T. Cantwell, 
David B. Ast, David J. Smith, Barnet Wachs, David E. Overton, Harold C. Hodge,
Newburgh-Kingston caries-fluorine study: final report, reprinted from the Journal 
of the American Dental Association, vol. 52, March 1956. Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health Service, 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 33 Law, Frank E., Water fluoridation---a positive health protection, reprinted from 
California's Health, September 15, 1956. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health Service, 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 34 Leone, Nicholas C., Michael B. Shimkin, Francis A. Arnold, Jr., Clyde A. Stevenson, 
Eugene R. Zimmermann, Patricia B. Geiser, Jacob E. Lieberman, Medical aspects of 
excessive fluoride in a water supply, Public Health Reports reprint no. 3242, vol. 69, 
no. 10. Washington, D.C., 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 35 Leone, Nicholas C., Erving F. Geever, Neil C. Moran, Acute and subacute toxicity 
studies of sodium fluoride in animals, from Public Health Reports, vol. 71, no.5. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public 
Health Service. Washington, D.C., 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 36 McClure, F.J., Nondental physiological e$ects of trace quantities of fluorine, 
reprinted from Dental caries and fluorine. Washington, D.C., U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health Service. Washington, D.C., circa 1958.

circa 1958
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 37 National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Division of Medical 
Sciences, Report of the ad hoc committee on fluoridation of water supplies, 
publication 214. Washington, D.C., 1952.

1952

b. 1, f. 38 National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Division of Biology and 
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Board,The problem of providing optimum fluoride 
intake for prevention of dental caries, publication 294. Washington, D.C., 1953.

1953

b. 1, f. 39 National Security Agency, Food and Drug Administration, Fluorides in foods. 
Washington, D.C., 1952.

Includes data prepared by the National Canners Association.

1952

b. 1, f. 40 New Jersey Public Health Association, Notes on fluoridation. Trenton, New Jersey, 
1962.

1962

b. 1, f. 41 Board of Health of the City of New York, Report to the mayor on fluoridation for 
New York City. New York City, New York, 1955.

1955

b. 1, f. 42 Pelton, Walter J., Elliott H. Pennell, Anton Druzina,Tooth morbidity experience 
of adults, reprinted from theJournal of the American Dental Association, vol., 
49, October 1954. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, Public Health Service, 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 43 Russell, A.L., Elias Elvove, Domestic water and dental caries: vii. a study of 
the fluoride-dental caries relationship in an adult population, Public Health 
Reportsreprint no. 3120. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, Public Health Service, 1954.

1954

b. 1, f. 44 Steinberg, Charles Leroy, Dwight E. Gardner, Frank A. Smith, Harold 
C. Hodge,Fluoridation of public water supplies and its relationship to 
muscularskeletal diseases. Bethesda, Maryland, 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 45 Bureau of Municipal Research Syracuse, New York, American communities 
reported adopting, then rescinding fluoridation (including two which have 
reinstated fluoridation). Syracuse, New York, 1956.

1956

b. 1, f. 46 Zipkin, I., R.C. Likins, F.J. McClure, A.C. Steere, Urinary fluoride levels associated 
with use of fluoridated waters, Public Health Reports, vol. 71, no. 8, August 1956. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public 
Health Service, 1956.

2 copies.

1956
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Dental care -- United States
Dental public health
Public health
Water -- Fluoridation
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