
Yale University Library
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

Guide to the William 
Whittemore Low Ships' Logs

GEN MSS 1806

Sarah Lerner

October 2021

P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330

(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

Last exported at 10:58 p.m. on Friday, June 2nd, 2023

http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/


William Whittemore Low ships' logs
GEN MSS 1806

Table of Contents

Collection Overview ....................................................................................................................................................... 3
Requesting Instructions .................................................................................................................................................  3
Administrative Information ............................................................................................................................................ 3
Immediate Source of Acquisition ................................................................................................................................ 3
Conditions Governing Access .....................................................................................................................................  4
Conditions Governing Use .........................................................................................................................................  4
Preferred Citation ....................................................................................................................................................... 4
Processing Information ..............................................................................................................................................  4

Biographical / Historical ................................................................................................................................................  4
Scope and Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  4
Arrangement ..................................................................................................................................................................  4
Collection Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  5
Selected Search Terms .................................................................................................................................................... 6



William Whittemore Low ships' logs
GEN MSS 1806

Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: GEN MSS 1806

CREATOR: Low, William Whittemore, 1823-1877

TITLE: William Whittemore Low ships' logs

DATES: 1822-1876

BULK DATES: 1841–1876

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.25 linear feet (6 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English (Latin script)

SUMMARY: Fifteen manuscript ships' logs, letter books, and other notes kept by William 
Whittemore Low while serving various assignments aboard United States 
Navy vessels, 1822-1876 (bulk 1841-1876). Ships represented include the USS 
Franklin, USS Missouri, USS Decatur, USS Columbus, USS Portsmouth, USS 
Octorara, USS Oneida, USS Mohican, and USS Tennessee. Logs for the USS 
Decatur and USS Portsmouth were created during the ships' patrol of the 
African coast to suppress the slave trade. Logs for the USS Octorara and USS 
Oneida were created during the ships' use in the American Civil War.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.wwlowshipslogs

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the 
request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
beinecke.wwlowshipslogs.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Grace Low and Theodore H. Low, 1928.
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Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
The William Whittemore Low Ships' Logs is the physical property of the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library, Yale University. Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their 
legal heirs and assigns. For further information, consult the appropriate curator.

Preferred Citation
William Whittemore Low Ships' Logs. General Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

Processing Information
Collections are processed to a variety of levels, depending on the work necessary to make them usable, 
their perceived research value, the availability of staD, competing priorities, and whether or not further 
accruals are expected. The library attempts to provide a basic level of preservation and access for all 
collections, and does more extensive processing of higher priority collections as time and resources 
permit.

These materials have been arranged and described according to national and local standards. For more 
information, please refer to the Beinecke Manuscript Unit Processing Manual.

Former call number: Z117 0381.

Biographical / Historical
William Whittemore Low (1823-1877), United States Naval oFcer.

Scope and Contents
Fifteen manuscript ships' logs, letter books, and other notes kept by William Whittemore Low while 
serving various assignments aboard United States Navy vessels, 1822-1876 (bulk 1841-1876).

Ships represented include the USS Franklin, USS Missouri, USS Decatur, USS Columbus, USS Portsmouth, USS 
Octorara, USS Oneida, USS Mohican, and USS Tennessee.

Logs for the USS Decatur and USS Portsmouth were created during the ships' patrol of the African coast to 
suppress the slave trade. Logs for the USS Octorara and USS Oneida were created during the ships' use in 
the American Civil War.

Arrangement
Arranged chronologically.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1 USS Franklin and USS Missouri ship log

Volume used both by Commodore Charles Stewart aboard the USS Franklin and by 
Low aboard the USS Missouri.

1822, 1841 
April-1842 
September

b. 2 USS Decatur ship log 1843 June-1845 
January

b. 3 USS Columbus ship log 1845 April-1847 
April

b. 4 USS Portsmouth morning report of prisoners 1848-1851

b. 5 USS Octorara ship log 1863 
September-1864 
March

b. 5 USS Oneida ship log 1864 May-1865 
January

b. 5 USS Mohican ship log 1871 February-
December

b. 5 USS Mohican ship log 1871 
December-1872 
May

b. 5 USS Mohican letter book 1871 
December-1872 
June

b. 6 USS Tennessee ship log 1875 June-
August

b. 6 USS Tennessee letter book 1875 June-1876 
April

b. 6 [USS Tennessee] ship log 1875 
August-1876 
April

b. 6 USS Tennessee letter book 1875 June, 1876 
April-September

b. 6 [USS Tennessee] ship log 1876 April-June

b. 6 Miscellaneous notes on altitudes undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Genres / Formats
Letter books
Ships' logs

Subjects
Sailors -- United States
Slave trade -- Africa

Occupations
Sailors -- United States -- 19th century

Geographic Names
United States -- History -- 1861-1865 -- Naval 
operations
United States -- History -- 1861-1865 -- Personal 
narratives

Corporate Bodies
Columbus (Ship of the line)
Decatur (Sloop of war)
Franklin (Sloop)
Missouri (Sloop)
Mohican (Sloop of war)
Octorara (Side-wheel steamer)
Oneida (Sloop of war)
Portsmouth (Sloop of war)
Tennessee (Side-wheel steamer)
United States. Navy
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