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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
P. O. Box 208330
New Haven, CT 06520-8330
(203) 432-2977
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/

CALL NUMBER: WA Photos 1276

CREATOR: Matsukane, Harry Hideo, 1915-2013

TITLE: Harry Hideo Matsukane and Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane photograph 
albums of California life

DATES: circa 1928-1939

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 6 Volumes

LANGUAGE: Japanese; English

SUMMARY: 5 photograph albums compiled by Harry Hideo Matsukane and 1 photograph 
album compiled by Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane of their lives in 
California, circa 1928-1939. Depicted are relatives, classmates, and other 
acquaintances (many of whom are identified). Photographs compiled by 
Harry Matsukane were primarily taken in Santa Ana, California, and are 
chiefly of athletic events, parades, and family automobiles. An album from 
1936-1937 documents his travels in Japan to Nakatsugawa, Yawatahama, 
Uwajima, Beppu, Matsuyama, Kyoto, Yokohama, and other locations, as well 
as Honolulu, Hawaii. Both Harry Matsukane and Bernice Matsukane appear 
in multiple photographs. Photographs compiled by Bernice Matsukane were 
taken in Niles Canyon, Long Beach, Yosemite National Park, and Santa Ana.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/beinecke.matsukanealbums

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Beinecke Library reading room, please use the 
request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
beinecke.matsukanealbums.

To order reproductions from this collection, please send an email with the call number, box number(s), and 
folder number(s) to beinecke.images@yale.edu.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
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Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Purchased from Michael Vinson on the Frederick W. and Carrie S. Beinecke Fund for Western Americana, 
2018; gift of Michael Vinson, 2018.

Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
The Harry Hideo Matsukane and Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane Photograph Albums of California 
Life is the physical property of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. 
Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns. For further 
information, consult the appropriate curator.

Preferred Citation
Harry Hideo Matsukane and Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane, Photograph Albums of California Life. 
Yale Collection of Western Americana, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

Processing Information
Collections are processed to a variety of levels, depending on the work necessary to make them usable, 
their perceived research value, the availability of staF, competing priorities, and whether or not further 
accruals are expected. The library attempts to provide a basic level of preservation and access for all 
collections, and does more extensive processing of higher priority collections as time and resources 
permit.

These materials have been arranged and described according to national and local standards. For more 
information, please refer to the Beinecke Manuscript Unit Processing Manual.

Biographical / Historical
Harry Hideo Matsukane (1915-2013) was born in New Orleans, Louisiana, to Akihiro Matsukane and 
Kiku Izumi. He graduated from the Santa Ana Junior College in California in 1935 and married Bernice 
Kazuko Nagai Matsukane (1916-2009) after 1940. Bernice Matsukane graduated from Washington Union 
High School in 1934 and worked as a cosmetologist. The Matsukanes were incarcerated at the Topaz 
War Relocation Center Site (also known as the Central Utah Relocation Center) from 1942 to 1943. They 
returned to Orange, California, after their incarceration.

Scope and Contents
5 photograph albums compiled by Harry Hideo Matsukane and 1 photograph album compiled by Bernice 
Kazuko Nagai Matsukane of their lives in California, circa 1928-1939. Depicted are relatives, classmates, 
and other acquaintances (many of whom are identified). Photographs compiled by Harry Matsukane were 
primarily taken in Santa Ana, California, and are chiefly of athletic events, parades, and family automobiles. 
An album from 1936-1937 documents his travels in Japan to Nakatsugawa, Yawatahama, Uwajima, Beppu, 

Page 4 of 7



Harry Hideo Matsukane and Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane photograph albums of California life
WA Photos 1276

Matsuyama, Kyoto, Yokohama, and other locations, as well as Honolulu, Hawaii. Both Harry Matsukane and 
Bernice Matsukane appear in multiple photographs.

Photographs compiled by Bernice Matsukane were taken in Niles Canyon, Long Beach, Yosemite National 
Park, and Santa Ana.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description

b. 1–4 Harry Hideo Matsukane in Santa Ana, California

b. 5 Harry Hideo Matsukane in Japan

b. 6 Bernice Kazuko Nagai Matsukane in California

Nitrate negatives

Nitrate negatives were removed from collection for digitization. After digitization the item will be 
destroyed and an digital copy will be available through the digital access system.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
High school students -- California -- Pictorial 
works
Japanese Americans -- California -- Pictorial 
works
Japanese Americans -- Portraits
Japanese American women -- California -- 
Pictorial works
Japanese American women -- Portraits
Japanese -- California -- Pictorial works
Japanese -- Portraits
Women -- West (U.S.) -- Pictorial works

Genres / Formats
Gelatin silver prints
Photograph albums
Photographic prints
Photographs

Geographic Names
Beppu-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
California -- Pictorial works
California -- Social life and customs -- 20th 
Century
Hawaii -- Pictorial works
Honolulu (Hawaii) -- Pictorial works
Japan -- Pictorial works
Kyoto (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Long Beach (Calif.) -- Pictorial works
Matsuyama-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Nakatsugawa-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Santa Ana (Calif.) -- Pictorial works
Uwajima-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Yawatahama-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Yokohama-shi (Japan) -- Pictorial works
Yosemite National Park (Calif.) -- Pictorial 
works

Contributors
Matsukane, Harry Hideo, 1915-2013
Matsukane, Bernice Kazuko Nagai, 1916-2009

Acquired From
Michael Vinson
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